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He was fortunate indeed to live to such a
moment; and fortunate, I think, also in dying
before he could see all the good work swept
away.
For he passed on the twelfth of November,
I555> overshadowed indeed by some dread of
the future but not witnessing the breakdown
which followed three years later on Mary's
death. What overshadowed him was his fear
of the results of the Spanish marriage. He had
been again typically English in his stout resistance
to that policy. It was he who had urged upon the
Queen the advisability of marrying one of her
own English nobles, and if Courteney had had a
better character he would have carried his point.
This opposition to Mary's Spanish marriage
put him in a minority in the Council and he
had to give way. Indeed the marriage with
Philip was solemnized in his own Cathedral
and by Gardiner himself.
There is one last point to be made with regard
to him, and that is his attitude towards the
prosecutions of the revolutionaries for heresy
rather than for treason. Because he was Chancellor,
because he was Mary's right-hand man and the
most prominent of the Catholic protagonists,
the symbol of tradition in the national religion,
he was until recently almost universally accused